
River Jordan 
“. . . And the Holy Spirit descended upon him 

in  bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 

from  heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with 

you I am well pleased (Luke 3.22).’” 

 

Prayer & Pizza:  Join us on Wednes-

day, January 13th at 10 pm in Friel 

Lounge, for evening prayer, a chance 

to wind down after the first day of clas-

ses and reconnect.   

 

Alternative Spring Break (ASB 2016) 
Interested in making a difference AND having 

a great time this coming spring break? New-

man sponsors the longest consecutive running 

Alternative Spring Break on campus to Balti-

more, MD. Join us as we travel to work with 

the people in the  inner-city . Contact Anne if 

you are interested! 
                                                                                                                                       

WORLD YOUTH DAY!!!!  Krakow, 

Poland in July, 2016.  Newman is taking a 

group of students to World Youth Day  

Come join us! Cost is about $1500.  For 

more info, check out 

http://worldyouthday.com/krakow-2015                                   

If you want to come, contact Fr. Cool 

(bcool@admin.rochester.edu). 

          January 10, 2016    Baptism of the Lord 

 

Rev. Brian C. Cool 

bcool@admin.rochester.edu 

Twitter: @frbcool 

Dcn. Craig Stratton  

Craig_Stratton@urmc.rochester.edu 

Karen Anvelt  

kanvelt@admin.rochester.edu 

Sr. Leandra Kosmoski 

lkosmoski@admin.rochester.edu 

Anne Thomas 

athomas1@admin.rochester.edu 

 

Collection 
Last weekend’s collection was $63. 

Thank you for your generosity!  As a 

guide, local residents are encouraged to 

tithe; graduates students are encouraged 

to give$5-$8 per week and Undergradu-

ates $3-$5 per week as you are able.  If 

you are away please consider making up 

your support. 

Weekly Schedule: 
 

WED:       January 13th  

                 Prayer & Pizza  

                    10:00PM                                          

             Sue B., Friel Lounge 
 

SUN:        January 17th  

                       Mass 
      10:30AM & 7:00PM River Level 

Mass Intentions 
 

Bertha Stojny 
by Rita Baker 
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Cool Thoughts... 
I will be returning from the Dominican Republic from my mission 

trip with the Sigma Chi Fraternity later this week. Peace, Fr. Cool 

 

With Jesus before the Father 

                                        by Rev. Richard Gabuzda 
 

 Luke’s account of the baptism of Jesus admits us to the secret 

depths of Jesus’ relationship with his Father. There, not only is he 

“reminded” of his identity as Beloved Son, but the Father’s 

“estimation” of his Son comes to his ears as well:  “with you I am 

well pleased.”  

This tender account of the relationship between Jesus and his Father 

reminds us of a most human desire:  the desire that a child may be 

“pleasing” in the eyes of his or her parents.  No matter the age, noth-

ing builds up a child more than to hear from a parent, “I am so proud 

of you; I am so pleased with you.”  These words bring such joy, 

such affirmation.   

The astonishing message of this feast is that the identity and 

“estimation” which Jesus possesses before his Father, is the same 

identity and “estimation” which we can claim, thanks to our Bap-

tism.  What Jesus possesses by nature, we possess by adoption, the 

incredible gift of God’s mercy toward us.  We are beloved daughters 

and sons; the Father is “well pleased” with us.  But how difficult it is 

for us to accept this identity and this estimation!  What endless eva-

sions we construct and conditions we place on that simple truth! 

Perhaps a fitting meditation for us on this feast would be to sit quiet-

ly with the phrase, “with you I am well pleased” and to let it wash 

over us.  We might pay attention to what comes up in our hearts as 

we do and then to relate all of that to God.  And then, perhaps in that 

quiet encounter, overcoming our objections and healing whatever 

obstacles may appear, the Lord might move us to embrace that truth 

which the “kindness and generous love” of God have won for us.   
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